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Layla Love’s engagement with human emotions and relations evolved from her examination 

of her own place in the world. At the age of 7, Layla was gifted her first camera by her 

mother, a simple point-and-shoot. Moving frequently as a child, photography became a 

means of holding onto the people and places that she loved.  

 

Travelling between photographic projects around the world, she has been immersed in 

humanitarian aid for over two decades. As a student at Richmond International University in 

London studying journalism and visual communications, she was offered her first 

photojournalism job to travel to West Africa with an anthropologist. This assignment then led 

to five more years of doing tours to war-torn regions, focusing her work on the plight of 

women. Women would mutilate themselves and their children in order to escape slavery and 

prostitution. These desperate sacrifices have stuck with her throughout her artistic career. For 

this reason, she only depicts women and children in her photography in order to give the most 

oppressed victims a voice and a lens onto this world. These experiences have greatly 

informed her work and have fuelled her passion to abolish trafficking and improve global 

human conditions. Her photography charts a path from darkness to redemption, aiming to 

shock people into action. Confronting people with stark images of slavery and desecration, 

alongside elevated visions of liberated female-defined sexuality, she aims to define the 

variable experience of being a woman.  

 

One of her most celebrated works, The Fullest Bloom, was adapted individually for over 30 

Tiffany & Co. Diamond Showrooms. She was one of only four artists whose work was 

selected to decorate Tiffany stores, including the New York City flagship store. Each 

photographic piece was customized for the specific location; she supervised printing and 

framing with extremely high-end vendors. During this project she collaborated with and 

reported to the New York City Executive Art Director and team for the jeweller. 

 

Love has served on a number of boards throughout her career, including NY GreenFest from 

2010-2015, and the Eleanor Roosevelt Foundation. From 2009 until present, she has been a 

chairperson for the National Organization of Women, for their Young Feminist Task Force. 

In 2011, she was invited to be a speaker at the Women’s Health Initiative, at the United 

Nations Headquarters in New York. In 2017, she was invited to join the Board of the Marion 

Rockefeller Weber's Flow Fund. Since 2019 she has been a Public Relations and 

Communications Strategist for the Global Coralition Project. She was one of the core artists 

on the team designing underwater sculptures that were installed in Mexico. These sculptures 

encourage the growth of underwater ecosystems. As part of the project, she helped to develop 

and research sustainable practices and materials, and to reduce their carbon emissions to zero. 

Recently, she helped found She Theory Collective, an all-female creative, branding and 

marketing collective, with a focus on social and environmental impact.  

 

Her work has been showcased in both solo and group shows in metropolitan cities, such as 

Tokyo, Vancouver, Barcelona, Paris, London, Los Angeles and New York. In 2010, she was 

included in her first group exhibition amongst her heroes; including Robert Mapplethorpe, 

Kara Walker, Jean-Michel Basquiat, and Andy Warhol. One of the most exciting pieces that 

she has ever created was for that show, when she was permitted to use an original Basquiat in 

order to lightmap the piece for the show at Collective Hardware.  



 

In 2016, while being mentored by feminist icon, Gloria Steinem, Love founded Rise of the 

Butterfly. The vision came to fruition sitting in Steinem’s living room, Steinem telling Love 

that her art is powerful enough to evoke real social change. RISE was officially launched at a 

gallery show in Chelsea, New York and the collection included over 70 pieces. Rise raises 

funds for anti-trafficking charities based in America. Using art as a catalyst, their objective is 

to intersect art and activism to fund anti-trafficking organizations that fuel conscious-raising 

actions and innovative, effective solutions. The promotion of personal transformation, 

resilience, community solutions, and agency are core values in their mission.  

 

Currently, Love is working with Waterside Productions to make a large format art table book 

entitled Women of Resilience & Purpose. The book will be a raw yet inspiring collection of 

photo essays, encompassing images and stories about multigenerational womanhood. It will 

reflect the thoughts of famous influencers, such as Barbara Walters, Marianne Williamson, 

Björk, and Alicia Keys, amongst many others. Paired with these iconic women, she hopes to 

elevate the everyday heroines of this book by facilitating a community of strong women. It 

will include a foreword by Gloria Steinem and an introduction by Anthony Haden-Guest. 

Production will be managed by Bill Gladstone of Waterside Productions, who has placed 

more than 5,000 titles with dozens of publishers.  

In partnership with RISE, Love is working on a wearable art fashion line. The line will 

center around the idea that art can be more than just a static frame hung on a wall, it can 

come to life and live amongst people more dynamically. She believes in the importance of 

creating space for conversations about the toughest issues of today. Using fashion as a means 

of social change, she aims to establish the gravity of the multi-billion-dollar criminal 

industry, that is human trafficking.  

 

 

 

 

  


